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Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date
Issue 21, April 2011

Welcome to issue 21 of the Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date, published by Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the following month’s up-date, please get in touch with myself at lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter onto anyone you feel is appropriate.

I hope you enjoy the up-date. 

Kind regards

Lesley Jackson
Warwickshire Compact Administrator

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local News
Update on the Warwickshire Compact 2011

The Warwickshire Compact was ‘refreshed’ at the beginning of this year and has now been formally re-adopted by WCC cabinet and the Warwickshire CAVA board.  We will be writing to all signatory organisations during May, asking them to take the Compact document to their governing body to re-confirm their organisations commitment to the Compact.  The Compact will also be launched to wider audiences and simple accompanying ‘factsheet’ guidance will be produced to aid everyone in actively utilising the Compact.

Update on the process will be published to the Warwickshire Compact website – www.warwickshirecompact.org.uk 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
National News
Consultation launched

Department for Communities and Local Government have launched a consultation on new Best Value guidance, on  setting out some reasonable expectations of the way best value authorities should work with voluntary and community groups when facing difficult funding decisions.
This draft guidance builds on a recent speech given by Eric Pickles, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, in which he outlined three reasonable expectations when changing funding.  These include:

· giving three months notice when changing or ending funding relationships
· assessing the impact of changing funding to voluntary and community sector organisations; and
· consulting with affected organisations and communities.

These replicate undertakings established in the Compact, which also outlines other key mechanisms to help manage changes to funding and other support. 

To respond to the short consultation, which comprises of 3 questions, please go to:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/bestvalue     

The consultation ends 14th June 2011.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Good practice case study
Compact Voice have published another good practice case study exploring how Essex County Council have improved their procurement processes.

By integrating the Compact into all of their spending processes, the Council has ensured that Compact compliance and good procurement practice are now seen as two sides of the same coin.

Essex County Council established a working group which has sought to simplify and provide guidance on the tendering process, together with assigning risk in a way which is proportionate to the value of the opportunity.

To read the full case study, click here.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Call Lesley on 024 7637 1831 or email lesley@wcava.org.uk 
to respond or add an inclusion.   

The views expressed in this e-zine are not necessarily those of 
Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA)
Readers are advised to check important information at source.
Articles are welcome – we reserve the right to refuse or edit any copy.
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