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Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date
Issue 23, June 2011
Welcome to issue 23 of the Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date, published by Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the following month’s up-date, please get in touch with myself at lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter onto anyone you feel is appropriate.
I hope you enjoy the up-date. 
Kind regards
Lesley Jackson
Warwickshire Compact Administrator

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local News

Warwickshire Compact website

In the near future there will be a review of the Warwickshire Compact website and so we are asking you if there is anything that you would like to see on it in the future.  Please take a look at the website and get in touch with Lesley Jackson, lesley@wcava.org.uk if you have any ideas.

http://www.warwickshirecompact.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Warwick District Council Champion 
There is a new Compact Champion at Warwick District Council.  Susie Drummond, Head of Corporate and Community Services, is taking over the role from Jane Coates.  If you have any questions or queries for Susie, feel free to contact her on 01926 456081.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Partnership working – Rugby borough Council and Rugby Disability Forum
By David Foster, Chair Rugby Disability Forum

As everybody is aware, councils throughout Warwickshire have to save money.

In Rugby, one problem that we have is that someone is misusing the toilet for disabled people at night, by spreading ripped up toilet paper and excrement around the toilet.  This then means that the council has to pay the cleaner extra to clean the toilet on each occasion this happens. 

The council has the option of either taking out an injunction on the person responsible (which will incur extra costs) or closing the toilet completely.

Most other councils in Warwickshire have taken the decision to close accessible toilets at 6pm, which is the cheapest and easiest option but the worst possible scenario for disabled people.  Able bodied people can go into a pub and use the toilet without it being obvious.  It’s more difficult to blend in when you are in a wheelchair.

Rugby Borough Council has contacted Rugby Disability Forum to ask for their input and whether or not they think it is justified to leave the toilet open 24 hours.  Consequently, the Forum is writing back to the Council to explain that this is the only 24 hour toilet in Warwickshire, and not only do people in Rugby use it, but also those travelling through.

Having the use of the toilet is a major advantage to the disabled community and without it we feel that we would have lost a lot. 

Rugby Disability Forum feel that the partnership working with Rugby Borough Council and the actions they have taken, regardless of the outcome, have allowed people with disabilities the chance to have their say before a decision is made, and not after.

Rugby Borough Council invariably talks to the Forum on a multitude of matters ensuring that the disabled community is properly served.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

National News

Compact Voice responds to Best Value Consultation  
Compact Voice has responded to the government's Best Value Guidance consultation, which was issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government.
 The draft guidance was produced in response to Eric Pickles' speech at the NCVO Annual Conference, and makes welcome reference to recognising and honouring commitments established in local Compacts.  In their response, they have reiterated that the guidance should build on the principles of the national Compact.
Download the response to the consultation here.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Compact Voice launches survey into local Compacts across England  
Compact Voice is encouraging anyone with knowledge of their local Compact to take part in their first annual survey.

The short survey aims to gather up-to-date information about the state of all local Compacts across England, identifying where they are working well and where improvement is needed.

The current era of localism, deregulation and budget cuts means it’s vital that strong relationships and services flourish and remain intact, and local Compacts are a key mechanism to help achieve this.

We believe that information gathered which can be used to assess the health of local Compacts will enable us to better understand how they have helped address some of the challenges being experienced by the voluntary and community sector.

 The survey is open until 12 July 2011 and can be found at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Compact_Voice_Survey  

All responses will be confidential.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  

Call Lesley on 024 7637 1831 or email lesley@wcava.org.uk 

to respond or add an inclusion.   
The views expressed in this e-zine are not necessarily those of 

Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA)

Readers are advised to check important information at source.

Articles are welcome – we reserve the right to refuse or edit any copy.
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