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Welcome to issue 16 of the Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date, published by Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the following month’s up-date, please get in touch with myself at lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter onto anyone you feel is appropriate.
I hope you enjoy the up-date. 
Kind regards
Lesley Jackson
Warwickshire Compact Administrator

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local News

Warwick District Council Compact Champion

Pauline Urwin, Locality Manager for the Warwick District office of WCAVA welcomes the new Compact Champion for Warwick District Council:

'I would like to announce that Jane Coates (Localities and Communities Officer) is now the Local Authority Compact Champion for Warwick district.  I very much welcome the opportunity to work with Jane on developing the Draft Compact Action Plan in response to the new refreshed compact, and devising positive actions to ensure that Compact is embedded in the Local Strategic Partnership and all Public sector relationships with the third sector in our district.' – Pauline Urwin.
Compact Week 2010 Events review

North Warwickshire Event 4th November - Voluntary Action North Forum

60 people attended the event, which began with a showcase of work achieved by voluntary and community groups in North Warwickshire.  There were over 20 displays in the hall from a diverse collection of groups, ranging from larger groups like Friendship, Care and Housing, to small groups like Baddesley Colliery Bowling club.  This was excellent support for the forum from groups and showed just how vibrant and important the voluntary sector is to community life in North Warwickshire.

The event began with a welcome from Davina Key, Locality Manager of the North Warwickshire Office of Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  Nick Darwen, the Relationships Manager for Civil Society from WCC, gave a presentation followed by Jim Graham, Chief Executive of WCC.   Jim Graham gave an excellent overview of the current situation facing the county in terms of cuts and the challenges presented by the Big Society Agenda.  He also said that there were extensive changes taking place in how the County Council would be delivering services in the future and these would have to take into account proposed cuts.  Instead of the Council providing services, there would be greater emphasis on money being directed straight to individuals and local communities to provide these services for themselves, shifting the focus to how we best deliver outcomes.

A number of groups raised the question of lack of support for the arts, which were important to local communities.  The panel, while accepting this comment, did point out that budget cuts to Councils of 25% meant they had to protect the most vulnerable in society.  Art would not be funded for art’s sake but would have to look at how it might deliver against other priorities, for instance, by working with other groups to increase health and wellbeing, thereby avoid some spending on health and social services.

The question time session was followed by an information share where groups in the audience can let each other know about events they have planned or information they wish to pass on.  This is becoming a useful way for groups to network and learn from each other.  

Rugby Compact Event 2010 Review

This year’s Compact Event took place at Benn Hall, Rugby on November 3rd, with the theme of a Celebration of Working Together.

As in previous years, the event was very well attended with nearly 100 present and 50 voluntary and community organisations and groups having their display stands around the hall. The event was opportunity for networking and promotion of each organisation.

The speakers for the day included Cllr Leigh Hunt, Portfolio Holder for Sustainable Inclusive Communities at Rugby Borough Council, Paul Tolley, Chief Executive of WCAVA, Andrew Gabbitas, Deputy Chief Executive for Rugby Borough Council and Oliver Reichardt, Head of the Compact Team and Compact Voice.  The Big Society was one of the main topics for the day, as well as spending cuts to local authorities and how applying Compact principles can help in these financially difficult times.  

Also on the agenda, was the presentation of Volunteer Awards to nominated volunteers, in the categories of Long Service Volunteer, Young Volunteer, Community Volunteer and Volunteer Group.

Paul Tolley, Chief Executive said “Rugby has a strong history of implementing Compact principles to achieve real partnership working on the ground – the current climate is very challenging but we have both resilient partnerships and sector organisations/groups locally”.

The day culminated in lunch and networking with new introductions made and partnerships begun.
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Stratford-on-Avon Event 5th November

Voluntary sector will be key to Big Society says MP

Voluntary and community organisations will play an increasingly important role as the Big Society picks up momentum, Stratford MP Nadhim Zahawi said this week at one of the biggest events for the sector ever held locally.

More than 100 people attended the conference organised by Voluntary Action Stratford-on-Avon District (VASA) to discuss the Big Society and its implications for people in the District. 

Mr Zahawi said that ministers were determined to bring about a fundamental shift from Big Government to Big Society at every level in order to create more vibrant and sustainable local communities. 

Praising the existing work of voluntary and community organisations – singling out VASA and the Citizens Advice Bureau in particular – he said they would be at the heart of the government’s revolution. 

Councillor Stephen Gray, Leader of Stratford District Council, also stressed the importance of a strong voluntary and community sector – mentioning VASA’s volunteer transport scheme and Community Links as two vital services.

Others speakers were Nick Darwen from the County Council, Chris Grimes from the Blockley Village Shop and Priscilla Groenveld of the Parenting Project.

Julia Phillips, Chief Executive of VASA, said: “The large attendance confirms that local organisations want to know more about the Big Society and how they can get involved.”
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
National News

Future for the Commission for the Compact announced
Francis Maude, Minister for the Cabinet Office, has announced the closure of nearly 200 Non-Departmental Public Bodies (NDPBs).  Included in this review was the Commission for the Compact.  The announcement stated that the “functions of the Commission for the Compact (to champion and promote the Compact) will be carried out by Compact Voice and the Cabinet Office respectively”. 
Compact Voice will be working alongside the Commission to ensure that this transfer of function takes place as smoothly as possible over the next few months.   The Commission for the Compact will be closed by 31st March 2011.
Sir Bert Massie CBE, Commissioner for the Compact, and Richard Corden, Chief Executive, said: “We are disappointed that the Government has decided to close the Commission.  The Commission has been very effective over the past three years in renewing the Compact, raising its profile, and showing how it could be better implemented to improve partnership working between the voluntary and the public sector.  We take pride in what the Commission has achieved.
“We hope that the Minister for Civil Society will soon announce what future arrangements he is putting in place to make sure that the Government is accountable for enhancing implementation in its central departments and quangos and for meeting its Compact commitments. And, as most Compact relationships occur at a local level, we would also like to see arrangements put in place in due course to do the same thing at local level.
“Up to the date on which the Commission closes, we will continue to provide independent, impartial and expert advice on Compact matters, in the interests of better Government/voluntary sector working relations.”
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Implementation Guidance for Community Groups
An implementation guide on how community groups and local public bodies can improve the way they work together has been published by the Commission for the Compact.

Based on the national Compact partnership working agreement, the guide presents examples of common situations where community groups and local public bodies come into contact with each other.  For each situation, the guide offers tailored advice on how each party can get the most out of the relationship and also looks at what local support organisations can do to help.  An example would be where a community group holds its meetings in a space owned by the local council.

The guide is aimed at anyone who is interested in how local public bodies and community groups can work better together including community groups, local public bodies and local organisations that support the voluntary sector. 

The Commission for the Compact produced the implementation guide in consultation with representatives from community groups, local public bodies, Compact Voice, the Office for Civil Society and the Local Government Association.

To download a copy of the report, click here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public Sector Support Pack
A support pack for public sector Compact Champions has been published by the Commission for the Compact.

Effective championing is pivotal to improving Local Compact performance.  Working in collaboration with Wolverhampton Compact partners, the Commission for the Compact has designed the pack to help guide and support public sector Compact Champions to further promote, raise awareness and increase implementation of their Local Compact.

The pack is relevant to all public sector Compact Champions, whether they have been recently appointed or recruited or have been a Champion for some time.  To download a copy of the pack, click here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  

Call Lesley on 024 7637 1831 or email lesley@wcava.org.uk 

to respond or add an inclusion.   
The views expressed in this e-zine are not necessarily those of 

Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA)

Readers are advised to check important information at source.

Articles are welcome – we reserve the right to refuse or edit any copy.

Subscribe
If you have been forwarded this up-date by a colleague, and would like to join the mailing list, please contact lesley@wcava.org.uk
Unsubscribe
If you are receiving duplicate email up-dates or would like to unsubscribe from this news up-date use the link below: 
lesley@wcava.org.uk
�














�








PAGE  
5

