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Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date
Issue 15, September 2010
Welcome to issue 15 of the Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date, published by Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the following month’s up-date, please get in touch with myself at lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter onto anyone you feel is appropriate.

Please note there will be a publication break during October, and the next issue will be published at the end of November.
I hope you enjoy the up-date.
Kind regards
Lesley Jackson
Warwickshire Compact Administrator

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local News

Warwickshire Compact refresh consultation started
As a reminder, the formal 12 week public consultation period to refresh the Warwickshire Compact has now started with effect from August 16th 2010, and closes on November 8th 2010.  The 2010 version will replace the 2005 agreement and five codes of good practice.

Anyone interested in the conduct of relations between organisations in the public sector and organisations in the voluntary and community sector in Warwickshire are encouraged to participate, by sending in their views and comments, and use the opportunity to help bring the Warwickshire Compact up to date and ensure its relevancy.  
Responses to the consultation will be analysed and the final version of the refreshed Warwickshire Compact, taking account of the views expressed during the consultation, will be published by the end of 2010.

Download the draft refreshed Compact and the current 2005 version by visiting http://www.warwickshirecompact.org.uk/  For printed copies of either version, please telephone Lesley Jackson, 024 7637 1831.

To respond to the consultation by email

Please contact compact@wcava.org.uk.  If you prefer, you can make your changes to the document using Tracked Changes and return by email.

To respond to the consultation by post

Please write to:

Warwickshire Compact 

72 High Street

Nuneaton

Warwickshire

CV11 5DA
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Compact Week Events 2010
Various events are being held throughout Warwickshire to celebrate Compact Week.  At the time of this newsletter being published, not all agenda’s had been finalised, but the following are the details that we have so far:

North Warwickshire event - Voluntary Action North Forum
The Big Society – Budget Cuts
Thursday 4th November 2010
Woodend Village Hall, Tamworth Road, Woodend, CV9 2QH, 9.30am – 12.30pm
What’s going on and what does it mean for the local people in North Warwickshire.
Presentations from Nick Darwen – WCC, Paul Tolley – WCAVA, Martin Gibbins – WCC Area Office and Jaki Douglas and Robert Beggs from North Warwickshire Borough Council.  
Also showcasing the good work of local groups.  
To book a place contact Rod Parker on 01827 718080 or e-mail rod@wcava.org.uk
-----------------------------------------

Rugby event - Compact, A day of Celebration
Wednesday 3rd November 2010
Benn Hall, Newbold Road, Rugby, CV21 2DD, 9.30am – 4.30pm
Agenda and further details to be confirmed.

-----------------------------------------

Stratford event - Stratford and the Big Society
Friday 5th November 2010 

Shakespeare Hotel, Chapel Street, Stratford upon Avon, CV 37 6ER, 10am – 12.30pm
Voluntary Action Stratford on Avon, Warwickshire County Council and Stratford District Council are inviting local community and voluntary groups and clubs to discuss the Big Society and its effect on the lives of people in Stratford.

Guest Speaker Nadhim Zahawi MP will talk about the Government’s ambitions and plans to create a more vibrant and sustainable community and Cllr Stephen Gray, Leader of Stratford on Avon District Council, will speak about the value of the partnership between the District Council and the local voluntary and community sector.

Other speakers will include local community groups, Warwickshire County Council, and VASA’s Community Development Officer, who will talk about funding, grants and opportunities for voluntary sector partnership work. Staff will be available to talk to groups to advise about partnership work, collaboration, grants, etc.

For more information, please contact VASA on 01789 298115 or enquiries@vasa.org.uk 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Warwickshire Compact documents refreshed
In line with the refresh of the Warwickshire Compact website, and the forthcoming refresh of the Compact document itself, work has now begun to refresh some of the documents that are used in Warwickshire.  These are: Becoming a Signatory Organisation, Draft Committee report and the Role of a Compact Champion. These documents are available to download on the Warwickshire Compact website under the Advice and Support page.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
National News

Compact Week national website
This year’s national Compact Week runs from November 1st to 7th.  Visit the national website for information on Compact Week at: www.compactweek.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Compact Voice to refresh the Compact
Compact Voice, have announced that they are working with the government to deliver a renewed national Compact document, and are negotiating a package of measures which will ensure the Compact agreement is both more accountable and more effective.  Over the coming weeks, from Monday 20 September, they will be asking representatives from across the voluntary sector to give us their views on a revised format for the Compact document, as well as on the measures to ensure accountability from Government which will accompany it.  

This is part of a wider agreement which will include increased accountability and transparency measures, also to be outlined by the Government before the final text is agreed.

Their aim with this document is to ensure it delivers better outcomes across the country, and is more focused.  They are calling for views from the voluntary and community sector, as well as commentary from public sector partners, about the proposed document text, and also your ideas about what else is needed to ensure the Compact is strengthened.

This text has been developed by Compact Voice and the Office for Civil Society in an informal capacity, and has been commented on by the Compact Voice board.  Whatever changes are made, Compact Voice is committed to keeping the core principles of the Compact, such as upholding independence, 12 week consultation, three months notice when funding decisions end, and three year funding when possible, which have been in place since its initial publication in 1998.

You're encouraged to answer the questions on the Compact Voice website by clicking here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Social and Economic Benefits of the Compact – research published
Research identifying the social and economic benefits for local authorities when they apply the Compact when working in partnership with voluntary organisations, has been published by the Commission for the Compact.
The research findings demonstrate that there are significant efficiency and performance improvements for local authorities when they apply Compact commitments in their relationships with voluntary organisations. 

An electronic toolkit is also available to allow individual local authorities to assess Compact performance and identify potential efficiencies and performance improvements. 

Included in the research report are 20 good practice case studies that demonstrate the benefits of Compact working across a broad range of service areas and Compact commitment themes.  They highlight how local authorities applied Compact commitments and the social and economic advantages that resulted in doing so.

For more information about the social and economic benefits of Compact working, to download the research report, view the case studies and use the toolkit, please click here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Compact Voice regional events review
A report of the "Building Better Communities through Stronger Partnerships" events attended by nearly 300 representatives from local groups and public bodies is now available. 
The discussions, comments, presentations and key themes from all nine events have been highlighted in the report.  Click here to read the report.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  

Call Lesley on 024 7637 1831 or email lesley@wcava.org.uk 

to respond or add an inclusion.   
The views expressed in this e-zine are not necessarily those of 

Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA)

Readers are advised to check important information at source.

Articles are welcome – we reserve the right to refuse or edit any copy.
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