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Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date
Issue 13, July 2010
Welcome to issue 13 of the Warwickshire Compact Champions Up-date, published by Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action.  

If you have anything you would like to contribute to the following month’s up-date, please get in touch with myself at lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831.  Please feel free to forward this newsletter onto anyone you feel is appropriate.
I hope you enjoy the up-date. 
Kind regards
Lesley Jackson
Warwickshire Compact Administrator

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local News

Warwickshire Compact refreshed document
The first draft of the refreshed Warwickshire Compact has now been completed.  At the time of this newsletter being published, the draft document is with the working group, who were set up to oversee the process of the refresh.  Once the group has had an opportunity to comment on the draft, it will then be put out for wider consultation.  So watch this space for further news.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WCC response to Managing Reality report

In March 2008, Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA) conducted a survey of 60 organisations from the voluntary sector Compact Signatory Register, together with some other organisations which may have had tendering experience in Warwickshire in the previous 3 years. 


A report, Managing Reality, based on findings from the 19 responses, was published by WCAVA in May 2008, identifying some satisfaction with the procurement process and outcomes, but also areas of concern. 

The report was discussed and issues were investigated within WCC, and the findings have been collated into a response document.  Please click here to read the full report.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Warwickshire Compact Champion Updates now online

Previous issues of the Warwickshire Champions Updates are now available online.  Click here to access them.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Warwickshire Compact Champions virtual forum

As a reminder, earlier in the year a virtual Warwickshire Compact Champions forum group was set up, which you may like to use to contact and provide support for other Champions in Warwickshire.
This forum/group is within the Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly website, which you can find at http://thirdsectorpolicyhub.ning.com
It would be great if as many of you sign up as possible, in order to make the forum work as well as possible.  For those of you, who are already signed up as members on the Assembly website, please join the Compact Champions group as well.  It is hoped that people will respond and encourage discussion and communication amongst Champions in Warwickshire.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Compact Merchandise

If you are holding an event or meeting, and would like any Compact merchandise to publicise this, there are various items available from the Commission for the Compact.  They are as follows:
Fluffy bugs (max 50) 

A5 notepad (max 30)
Rulers (max 20) 


Enamel badges (max 15)
Purple pen (max 30)

Blue pen (max 30)

If you would like any of these, please get in touch with myself and I will arrange this for you.  lesley@wcava.org.uk, 024 7637 1831
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
National News

Nominations open for the Compact Awards 2010
Nominations are now open for the 2010 Compact Awards, the annual awards which demonstrate the Compact in action and recognise and celebrate excellent partnership working.

This year’s nomination categories include:

· Local Compact of the Year

· Compact Champion of the Year

· Compact Award for Local Partnership Working

· Compact Award for Regional Partnership Working

· Compact Award for National Partnership Working

· The Commissioner’s Award

The closing date for entries for this year’s awards is Wednesday 11th August 2010 and the winners will be announced during Compact Week, which takes place from Monday 1st to Sunday 7th November 2010.  Information about how to enter the Compact Awards and an online entry form can be found at www.compactawards.org.uk/ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Participatory budgeting should follow the Compact

Research has been published that found that public sector and voluntary organisations involving local people in decisions about how money is spent in their area, should follow relevant Compact commitments.

Produced by the Commission for the Compact in collaboration with the Participatory Budgeting Unit, the research report analyses how the Compact partnership working agreement applies to participatory budgeting projects.  It demonstrates which specific Compact commitments apply to participatory budgeting and when to implement them.
Download the document here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  

Government departments pledge commitment to the Compact in difficult financial times
As the roll-out of recent spending cuts to public services continues, Compact Voice is pleased to learn that the Department of Health (DH) and the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) have both announced new initiatives to promote their commitment to the Compact.  Working alongside Compact Voice, CLG and DH have responded to concerns that many local voluntary and community sector organisations will be facing cuts to their funding without regard to the principles of the Compact.

Recent announcements about cuts to local authority funding have affected many organisations, with changes made to how front-line services are supported locally. Alarmingly, Compact Voice has been made aware of many examples across the country where cuts have been announced without following the principles of the Compact. To read the full article, go to the Compact Voice website.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Launch of the Merlin Standard
The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) launched its Merlin Standard at the Welfare to Work Convention in Liverpool on Thursday 1st July.

Merlin has been created to support the Department’s overall commissioning strategy and its commitment to developing healthy and high performing supply chains.  Like the Compact, Merlin recognises the importance of positive partnership working between partners within a supply chain and contains a number of actions to help partners ensure they act appropriately.  It is applicable to organisations from the private, public and voluntary sectors.  

The Commission for the Compact has worked closely with DWP during the development of Merlin.  The Commission has provided independent advice and technical guidance to DWP to ensure that the Standard reflects key Compact commitments. To read the final document, click here.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Commission for the Compact publishes second Annual Report
The Commission for the Compact, the independent body responsible for overseeing the Compact, has published its second Annual Report for the period ending 31 March 2010.

The Annual Report and Accounts details the Commission’s developments during 2009/10 which embeds the Compact’s partnership working principles further into the policies and practices of public bodies and voluntary and community organisations. In the last year the Commission for the Compact organised extensive debate and consultation in the process of refreshing the Compact, which was published in late 2009.  To download a copy of the report, click here.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Compact baseline survey finds high levels of awareness across government
High levels of awareness of the Compact partnership working agreement exist across government and public bodies, a baseline survey by the Commission for the Compact has found.

This national survey was the first comprehensive assessment of the Compact at government and non-departmental public body level.  The findings provide a snapshot of levels of awareness, knowledge and use of the Compact from September to December 2009 and set a series of baseline figures.  Subsequent surveys will measure change and set an agenda for the Commission’s future work with government and non-departmental public bodies.
The Commission for the Compact commissioned nfpSynergy, a social research consultancy, to undertake the first year of the research study, working in collaboration with Digital Public.

To download a copy of the final report, please visit: www.thecompact.org.uk/baselinesurvey
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Call Lesley on 024 7637 1831 or email lesley@wcava.org.uk
to respond or add an inclusion.   
The views expressed in this e-zine are not necessarily those of 

Warwickshire Community And Voluntary Action (WCAVA)

Readers are advised to check important information at source.

Articles are welcome – we reserve the right to refuse or edit any copy.
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